Homework Help Using a Web-Based

Chat Room with an Equation Editor
by Dan Beeker, Indiana University
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Why don’t we have MathIM i ey
equations in chat rooms? — g

H H - €
you using? Dan - Prof
20:08:11 <Pete> a+b/c Pete
h |d ? 20:08:53 <Dan - Prof> Oh my, you are using Drive Medical 4-Wheel
We S OU We Ca re H text. Send it to me as a mathtype eqtn. Rallatar 102
20:09:39 <Pete> Cole-Parmer
a+blc
20:11:17 <Dan - Prof> Oh my. Is that Mueller BU-00285
b (a+b)
a+ (;) . Dell Latitude Laptop
20:12:19 <Dan - Prof> Review the order of gell-com/l atitisde
operations for your calculator. It's a nuisance Return to Dell.com & Buy The Durable
but very often the problem isn't your math Latitude w/Intel@ Core™l
ability but knowing what order your calculator
does the calculations.
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Where it started.

P105 Version of “Gone with the Wind”

33dB=101log (2000)
I’'m so000 a ten!

Photo Warner Brothers Studios



Background — the problem

| understand

the theory. | just

can’t do the
problems!

Translates to:
Weak math skills.




Background — the solution:

| understand
1e theory. | just

| can help. Meet
me in the chat
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e Character based chat rooms did not
work well for helping students with
basic math issues.

* Trivial Example: A+B/C # (A+B)/
C &

e What to do?



Eureka! — Or so | briefly
thought.

Web surfing | found MathiM.Com
Open source. That's good.

But the site required Latex knowledge to be
really functional. : (

No way can | ask a trombone major to learn

Latex (though most Music majors are darn
smart! —and fun to teach!)

Again, what to do?



Enter MathType: The
(temporary) solution

| found | could cut and paste from
MathType into MathIM chat rooms.

~S40 per student license is too
expensive.

Enter the departmental license. Works
out to less than $1.50 per student.

Not a panacea but it is workable.



Let’s try it!

MathIM.com

Demo the application online. Note, Mat
Preferences should be set to Blackboarc

nType
for

Sakai chatroom. May be different for other
applications/chat rooms.

For more information contact Dan Beeker at

debeeker@indiana.edu






